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1 INTRODUCTION  

A 4.8 km coastal walking trail upgrade is proposed along an existing earthen surface path 

from Portally Cove to Ballymacaw Cove as an extension to the existing Dunmore East – 

Portally Cove cliff walk. 

To contribute to the local economy of the Waterford Estuary area, the Barony of Gaultier 

Historical Society and Waterford City & County Council propose works that primarily involve 

fencing/stiles and trail access works including bridge crossings/upgrades at Portally, 

Rathmoylan and Ballymacaw cove points.   

This recreational walking trail of 4.8km is proposed on the south side of Waterford Estuary 

from the townland of Portally to the townland of Ballymacaw.  The trail is within the 

Waterford Estuary  and the proposed route  is located  5km south of the Waterford Estuary 

and is a popular destination for walkers and day trippers.  

2 PROJECT BACKGROUND  

2.1 OVERVIEW 

The popular Dunmore East to Portally Cove Cliff walk was developed by Waterford City & 

County Council in conjunction with Dunmore East Tourism Group and secured REDZ funding 

to upgrade the existing linear path in 2016.   The walk has proven very popular with local 

people and visitors alike in the intervening years and has contributed to all-year round use 

and increased visitor numbers to Dunmore East. The proposed extension leading to 

Ballymacaw Cove will likely further generate visitors to the Estuary area.  

Screening for both Appropriate Assessment and Environmental Impact Assessment was 

undertaken by Waterford City and County Council (WCCC). Screening concluded that an 

EIAR or NIS are not required for the development of the coastal trail extension.  

2.2 SCHEME LOCATION 

The coastal trail extends from the end of the Portally Cove section of the Cliff walk  

(52.139878,-7.015926) to the Cove Beach at  Ballymacaw (52.139707,-7.055648) for 4.8Km 

(Map 1). The trail in its entirety is to the southeast side of Tramore Bay. 
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2.3 EXISTING ENVIRONMENT 
 

The proposed trail is in a rural setting and traverses agricultural land that wraps along the 

Estuary coastline.  Along the 4.8km trail earthen surface path lies crossings, drains and 

existing fenceline to protect from the cliff edge.  Agricultural holdings are delineated by 

earth banks and drains along the route.  There is pier infrastructure at Rathmoylan and 

Ballymacaw Cove with a footbridge access to Ballmacaw pier.   

 

Plate 1 – Location of Trail  
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2.4 SCHEME JUSTIFICATION 

The trail will be positive for residents within the immediate environs of the proposed route, 

and also visitors to the area by providing benefits for recreation, quality of life and greater 

access to the Waterford Estuary area. 

There is a popular and well used existing Cliff walk from Dunmore East to Portally Cove and 

recent upgrading has seen significant increase in year-round visitors to the area.  The 

proposed trail extension will further improve the overall visitor experience and will also add 

to the county’s trail infrastructure  complementing existing recreational assets such as the  

Dunmore-Portally Walk, Tramore SAC and Waterford Greenway and will enable the Estuary 

area to develop as a destination for activity, recreation, biodiversity and heritage based 

tourism.  There are numerous studies showing the economic benefits to rural communities 

from increased spend by walkers and the concept of local development through recreation 

and tourism effort is well supported in policy formulation and strategic plans by Waterford 

City & County Council: 

Waterford County Development Plan 2011 to 2017:  

‘It is the policy of the Council to facilitate the expansion of tourist activities in appropriate 

locations where they can be supported by, and provide support for, existing communities.’ 

 

The Waterford Development Plan recognises that the county is made up of a rich mosaic of 

natural amenities, vibrant towns, picturesque villages, a scenic coastline, woodlands, 

mountains, bog lands and fertile pastures. These combine to provide both residents and 

visitors with an excellent environment to live in or visit. It also provides the retail, tourism 

and hospitality sectors with an opportunity to harness commercial opportunities in a 

sustainable manner. Offering an attractive tourist product that builds on the natural beauty 

of the County, Waterford attracts discerning tourists who seek a quality product and 

experience.  
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Specific walking/tourism objectives of the Development Plan are : 

‘to promote and facilitate, where possible, the provision of high quality walking and cycling 

routes in Waterford’.    and  

‘The Council supports the protection and sustainable development of coastal walkways in 

the interest of providing access to coastal heritage and scenic landscapes’  

Waterford City and County Council over the past number of years has supported and 

encouraged the provision of infrastructure to facilitate both cycling and walking, including 

the Waterford Greenway, and shall continue to do. The development of cycle and walking 

tourism presents a particular opportunity to bring the economic benefits of tourism to the 

more rural and isolated areas of the County through the requirement for accommodation, 

shops and restaurants/cafes. 

 

One Waterford: Local Economic and Community Plan 2015 to 2020: Actions under 

Waterford City and County Councils LECP are to ‘Develop the sustainable tourism potential 

of the Comeragh Mountains’ and ‘Maintain, conserve and restore the natural and built 

heritage of Waterford City and towns and villages to promote sustainable tourism’.  This 

proposal fully supports these goals as it aims to maximise existing natural resources and in 

doing so attract further footfall to the area. 

This project is focused on a rural area and maximising the natural resources that surround it, 

a concept that complies with the LECP and County Development Plan.  The LECP is about 

changing the dialogue and communities working together to improve their own town and 

village. 

   

2.5 PRE-PART 8 CONSULTATION 

Waterford City & County Council  have met with the agricultural landholders and have 

accessed funding from the Department of Rural & Community Development towards the 

project in conjunction with the Barony of Gaultier Historical Society who are supportive  

with the local community of the project.  
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3 LEGISLATION  
Waterford City and County Council is now submitting the proposed scheme for the 

necessary planning procedure required by the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as 

amended) in accordance with the requirements of Part 8 of the Planning and Development 

Regulations, 2001 (as amended). 

The below extract is taken from the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001: 

 



Development of Coastal Walking Trail                                                                                                              Report on Proposed Development 

 

Page | 6 

 
 
 
 
 

In accordance with section 80(1)(b) and 80(1)(k) of the Planning and Development 

Regulations 2001 (as amended) Part 8 planning approval is required for the development of 

the coastal walking trail extension from Portally Cove to Ballymacaw Cove.   
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4 PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

4.1 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED SCHEME 

The proposed trail extension of 4.8 km will be along the existing earthen trail surface with 

widening and removal of gorse/bracken where appropriate to reflect a 2m wide trail path.  

Any areas of rerouting of the trail will be constructed using 200mm capping stone under 

new pavement areas of unbound aggregate.  All existiing open drains along the route are to 

be made safe with culvert pipe solutions.  Where existing fence lines are on/affect the 

route, new post and rail  fencing is proposed or agricultural high tensile wire fencing is 

proposed to protect landowners where required and similarly with regards to edge 

protection.  Where the trail traverses landholdings, a mix of fencing, stiles and culvert pipe 

solutions are proposed where required.    

Within Portally Cove, a new footbridge is proposed at the narrowest point of the strand area 

to accommodate passage apart from tidal access towards Rathmoylan Cove and rerouting 

along the western side of Portally Cove is proposed to avoid steep incline on the existing 

route.  Similar water crossing requirements are proposed at Rathmoylan Cove with Stepping 

Stone arrangement recommended.  An existing footbridge accessing Ballmacaw pier area is 

to be renewed with upgraded access to same.  

In accordance with the guidelines at section 4.2 below the following elements will be taken 
into account when planning the development of the trail: 
 

 Trail information: Basic information about the trail including an information unit will 

be provided at the trail head at Ballmacaw Cove and at Portally Cove. 

 The Route: Access to the trail for recreational purposes will be by permission from 

landowners and Dunmore East Tourism Group.  

 Way marking: Access to the route will be signposted from the public road. Way 

marker posts will be provided along the trail to provide reassurance to walkers. 

 Trail surface: The trail surface will be robust, durable and fit for purpose. It will be 

kept free from severe erosion and drainage issues. Under normal conditions, the 

installation of adequate drainage will ensure it does not become water logged. 

 Vegetation and litter: The trail will be unobstructed by vegetation and kept free 

from litter. 
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 Trail furniture will include but not be limited to:  

➢ Fencing.: 1.5 metre post and rail  fencing is proposed or 2 strands of agricultural high 

tensile wire fencing/sheep wire is proposed  where appropriate or required.  

➢ Trail furniture will be designed, constructed, installed and maintained such that it is 

fit for purpose, robust, reliable and safe. 

 Trail management: Once developed the trail will be monitored and maintained in 

line with Sport Ireland Trails Office guidelines. 

Services: Appropriate provision for car and bicycle parking already exists at Shanoon 
Carpark- Dunmore East adjacent to the start of the Dunmore East – Portally Cove trail (the 
trail extension is NOT designed for cycling, it is intended as a walking trail only). 
 

 



Development of Coastal Walking Trail                                                                                                              Report on Proposed Development 

 

Page | 9 

 

4.2 DESIGN STANDARDS 

 

 Management Standards for Recreational Trails, 2008, National Trails Office 

 Classification and Grading for Recreational Trails, 2008, National Trails Office 

4.3 PAVEMENT CONDITION 

The pavement condition is described above in section 4.1 as earthen surface and where new 

rerouting occurs as unbound aggregate. 

4.4 PEDESTRIAN/CYCLE FACILITIES 

The trail is not a cycling route and no designs are made to facilitate bicycle access.  

4.5 MINOR AND CONSEQUENTIAL WORKS 

Appropriate limited provision is already made for car parking adjacent to the trail end at 

Ballmacaw Cove.  

4.6 LAND ACQUISITION 

Public access for recreation purposes to the relevant landholders will be by consent under a 

Memorandum of Understanding with Dunmore East Tourism Group. 

4.7 EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHTS OFWAY 

There are no extinguishment of public rights of way. 

4.8 DRAINAGE  

The length of the trail was walked in March 2019. No evidence was found of flood debris 

and inspection of the OPW flood plans and flood maps www.floodinfo.ie records no history 

of flooding. 

4.9 UTILITIES 

There are no buried or overhead utilities existing along the proposed trail route. 

4.10 SIGNING AND LINING 

There will be no requirement for lining of the trail. 

Trail signage, way marking and ancillary infrastructure will be installed in line with Sport 

Ireland Trails Office standards with particular reference to the following document: 

‘Management Standards for Recreational Trials’, National Trails Office. 

 

http://www.floodinfo.ie/
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5 APPENDIX 
5.1 MAP OF DEVELOPMENT OF ESTUARY COASTAL WALKING TRAIL – PORTALLY TO BALLYMACAW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Development of Coastal Walking Trail                                                                                                              Report on Proposed Development 

 

Page | 11 

 

5.2 PHOTOS OF TRAIL – READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH DETAILED DRAWINGS FOR LOCATIONS 
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5.3 HABITATS DIRECTIVE PROJECT SCREENING ASSESSMENT 
Habitats Directive Project Screening Assessment 
 
Table 1:  Project Details 
 

Development Consent Type 
 

Part 8 –   Local Authority Development 

Development Location 
 

 Portally- Ballymacaw 

File Ref 
 

 

Description of the project  
 

Trail development from Portally Cove to Ballymacaw Cove – existing 
surfaces will be retained – project primarily involves fencing/stiles and 
trail access works at cove points e.g Ballymacaw/Rathmoylan 

 

Table 2: Identification of Natura 2000 Sites (SACs and SPAs) which may be Impacted 
by the proposed development 

 
Please answer the following five questions in order to determine whether there are any Natura 2000 
sites which could potentially be impacted by the proposed development.   
 

Impacts on SACs 
 

1 Impacts On Freshwater Habitats  
Is the development within a Special Area of Conservation whose qualifying interests include freshwater 
habitats, or in the catchment of same?  
 
Sites to consider:  Blackwater River, Lower River Suir 
 
Habitats to consider:  
Rivers, Lakes and Lagoons 

No 

2 Impacts On Wetland Habitats  
Is the development within a Special Area of Conservation whose qualifying interests include wetland 
habitats, or within 1 km of same? 
 
Sites to consider: Comeragh Mountains 
 
Habitats to consider:  
Bogs, Fens, Marshes and Wet Heaths. 

No 

3 Impacts on Intertidal and Marine Habitats  
Is the development located within a Special Area of Conservation whose qualifying interests include 
intertidal and/or marine habitats and species, or within the catchment of same. 
 
Sites to consider:  Tramore Dunes and Backstrand,  River Suir (Tidal Section), River Blackwater 
(Tidal Section), Waterford Estuary 
 
 
Habitats to consider:  
Mudflats, Sandflats, Saltmarsh, Estuary; Shingle, Reefs, Sea Cliffs. 

No 5km 
south of 
Waterford 
Estuary  

4 Impacts On Woodlands , Grasslands and Dry Heaths 
Is the development within a Special Area of Conservation whose qualifying habitats include woodlands or 
grasslands  habitats, or within 200m of same. 
 
Sites to consider: Glendine Wood Nire Valley Woods, Ardmore Head, Helvick Head  
 
Habitats to consider:  
Woodlands, Grasslands or Dunes. 

No 

Impacts on SPAs 
 
5 Impacts On Birds  

Is the development within a Special Protection Area, or within 1 km of same. 
 
Sites to consider:  Tramore Backstrand, Dungarvan Bay, Blackwater Callows, Blackwater 
Estuary, Helvick Head –Ballyquin Coast, Mid Waterford Coast   
 

No 

 
 



Development of Coastal Walking Trail                                                                                                              Report on Proposed Development 

 

Page | 14 

Conclusion Table 2:  
 
If the answer to all of these questions is No, significant impacts can be ruled out for Natura 2000 sites.  

No further assessment is required, proceed to the Habitats Directive Conclusion Statement.   
 
If the answer to any of these questions is Yes lease refer to tables 3 and 4 below.  
  

Table 3:  Determination of Possible Impacts On Natura 2000 Sites. 
Where it has been identified that there is a Natura 2000 site within the potential impact zone of the 
proposed development,   it is necessary to try to determine the nature of the possible impacts.  Please 
answer the following questions as appropriate.  
 

1 Impacts on designated freshwater habitats (rivers, lakes streams and 
lagoons). 
 
Sites to consider:  Blackwater River, Lower River Suir 

  
Please answer the following if the answer to question 1 in table 2 was yes.  
 
Does the development involve any of the following: 
 

 Works inside the boundary of designated site 
 

 

1.1 All works within the boundary of any SAC whose qualifying features 
include freshwater habitats/species, excluding small 
extensions/alterations to existing buildings. 
 

 

 Works outside the boundary of designated site 
 

 

1.2 Discharge to surfacewater or groundwater within the boundary of an 
SAC whose qualifying features include freshwater habitats/species. 
 

 

1.3 Abstraction from surfacewater or groundwater within 1km of the 
boundary of an SAC whose qualifying features include freshwater 
habitats or species. 
 

 

1.4 Removal of topsoil within 100m of the boundary of an SAC, whose 
qualifying features include freshwater habitats/species. 
 

 

1.5 Infilling or raising of ground levels within 100m the boundary of any 
SAC whose qualifying features include freshwater habitats/species. 
 

 

1.6 Construction of drainage ditches within 1km of the boundary of an SAC 
whose qualifying features include freshwater habitats/species. 
 

 

1.7 Installation of waste water treatment systems; percolation areas; septic 
tanks within 100 m of the boundary of an SAC site whose qualifying 
features include freshwater habitats/species. 
 

 

1.8 Construction within a floodplain of EU designated watercourse whose 
qualifying features include freshwater habitats/species. 
 

 

1.9 Crossing or culverting of rivers or streams within 1km of the boundary of 
any SAC whose qualifying features include freshwater habitats. 
 

 

1.10 Storage of chemicals hydrocarbons or organic wastes within 100 m of the 
boundary of an SAC whose qualifying features include freshwater 
habitats/species. 
 

 

1.11 Development of a large scale, within catchment of an EU designated 
watercourse or waterbody, which involves the production of an EIS. 
 

 

1.12 Development or expansion of quarries within catchment of an EU 
designated watercourse or waterbody. 
. 

 

1.13 Development or expansion of windfarms within catchment of an EU 
designated watercourse or waterbody. 
 

 

1.14 Development of pumped hydro electric stations within catchment of an EU 
designated watercourse or waterbody. 
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2 
 

Impacts On Wetland Habitats  
Is the development within a Special Area of Conservation whose qualifying interests include 
wetland habitats, or within 1 km of same? 
 
Sites to consider: Comeragh Mountains 
 
Habitats to consider:  
Bogs, Fens, Marshes and Wet Heaths. 
 

Please answer the following if the answer to question 2 in table 2 was yes.  
 

 Works inside the boundary of designated site 
 

 

2.1 All works within the boundary of an SAC whose qualifying features 
include heath, marsh, fen or bog, excluding small extensions/alterations 
to existing buildings. 
 

 

 Works outside the boundary of designated site 
 

 

2.2 Construction of roads or other infrastructure on peat habitats within 1km 
of any SAC whose qualifying features include heath, marsh, fen or bog. 
 

 

2.3 
 

Development of a large scale within 1km of any SAC, whose qualifying 
features include heath, marsh, fen or bog, which involves the production 
of an EIS. 
 

 

3 
 

Impacts on Intertidal and Marine Habitats  
Is the development located within a Special Area of Conservation whose qualifying interests 
include intertidal and/or marine habitats and species, or within the catchment of same. 
 
Sites to consider:  Tramore Dunes and Backstrand,  River Suir (Tidal Section), River 
Blackwater (Tidal Section), Waterford Estuary 
 

Please answer the following if the answer to question 1 in table 3 was yes.  
 Works inside the boundary of designated site 

 
 

3.1 
 

All works within the boundary of any SAC whose qualifying features 
include intertidal or marine habitats, excluding small 
extensions/alterations to existing buildings. 
 

 

 Works outside the boundary of designated site 
 

 

3.2 Coastal protection works within 5km of any SAC whose qualifying 
features include intertidal or marine habitats. 
 

 

3.3 
 

Development of piers, slipways, marinas, pontoons or any other 
infrastructure within 5km of any SAC whose qualifying features include 
intertidal or marine habitats. 
 

 

3.4 Dredging within 5km of any SAC whose qualifying features include 
intertidal or marine habitats. 
 

 

3.5 
 

Works within 1km of any SAC whose qualifying features include intertidal 
or marine habitats, which will result in discharges to rivers or streams 
directly connected to the designated site.  
  

 

3.6 Infilling of coastal habitats within 500m of any SAC whose qualifying 
features include intertidal or marine habitats. 
 

 

3.7 Removal of topsoil or infilling of terrestrial habitats within 100m of any 
SAC whose qualifying features include intertidal or marine habitats. 

 

3.8 
 

Development of a large scale within 1km of any SAC whose qualifying 
features include intertidal or marine habitats, which involves the 
production of an EIS. 

 

4 Impacts on other designated woodlands and grasslands 

(woodland, upland grassland, lowland grassland, coastal 
grassland including dunes). 
 
Sites to consider: Glendine Wood Nire Valley Woods, 

Ardmore Head, Helvick Head  
Please answer the following if the answer to question 4 in table 
2 was yes.  
 
Does the development involve any of the following: 
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 Works inside the boundary of designated site 
 

 

4.1 
 

All works within the boundary of any SAC whose qualifying interests 
include woodland or grassland habitat types excluding small 
extensions/alterations to existing buildings. 

 

 Works outside the boundary of designated site 
 

 

4.2 Development within 200m of any SAC whose qualifying interests include 
woodland or grassland habitat types. 
 

 

4.3 
 

Development of a large scale within 1km of any SAC, whose qualifying 
interests include woodland or grassland habitat types, which involves the 
production of an EIS. 

 

5 Impacts on birds in SPAs 
 
Sites to consider:  Tramore Backstrand, Dungarvan Bay, Blackwater Callows, Blackwater 
Estuary, Helvick Head –Ballyquin Coast, Mid Waterford Coast   

 
Please answer the following if the answer to question 5 in table 2 was yes.  
 
Does the development involve any of the following: 
 

 Works inside the boundary of designated site 
 

 

5.1 
 

All works within the boundary of any SPA excluding small 
extensions/alterations to existing buildings. 

 

 Works outside the boundary of designated site 
 

 

5.2 
 

Erection of wind turbines within 1km of any SPA.  

5.3 All construction works within 100m of any SPA. 
 

 

5.4 
 

Infilling of coastal habitats within 500m of intertidal SPA.  

5.5 
 

Works within 1km of coastal/wetland SPAs which will result in 
discharges to rivers or streams that are directly connected to 
designated sites. 

 

5.6 
 

Development of cycleways or walking routes within 100m of SPAs. 
 

 

5.7 Construction works on feeding areas adjacent to SPAs  

 

Conclusion Table 3:   If the answer to all of the above is no or n/a, significant impacts on 
Natura 2000 sites can be ruled out.  No further assessment is required, proceed to the 
Screening Conclusion Statement.  If the answer to any question in table 3 is yes, you may 
require further information, unless you are satisfied that the project proponents have 
incorporated adequate mitigation into their design to avoid impacts on the Natura 2000 site 
(e.g. water pollution protection measures).  Such information should be provided in the form 
of a Natura Impact Statement which should address the particular issues of concern as 
identified through the above. 
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Table 4: Consideration of Potential Impacts on Protected Species  
Many of our Special Areas of Conservation are designated for species as well as for habitats.  
These are listed below, alongside the sites for which they are designated.  Included is a short 
list of the types of activities which could have an impact on these species.  Please tick if you 
are concerned that the proposed development could have an impact on these species.   
 

  
Species 

 
Relevant Sites 

 
Activities which 
could have impacts 
on species 

 
Possible Impacts Identified? Y/N 

Otter Lower River Suir 
River Blackwater 
Waterford Estuary 

Activities that 
interfere with river 
banks. 

Otter may traverse the 

route of proposed trail  

but impacts  are not 

considered significant 

for attainment of 

conservation objectives 

for this species. 
Bats (all 
species 
outside 
designated 
sites) 

Blackwater River, Lower River 
Suir, Waterford Estuary 
Glendine Wood, Lismore  
Woods Nire Valley Woods 
 
Along with above,  in 
general all sites with 
any of the following; 
woods, mature 
treelines and 
hedgerows, old 
buildings and  bridges 

Activities that result in loss of 
woodland or hedgerow habitat or 
causes disturbance to roost sites.  
Renovations of old buildings;  
Repointing of old bridges. 
 

No 

Salmon 
 

Lower River Suir 
River Blackwater 
Waterford Estuary 

Activities that interfere with water 
quality, levels or the river bed; 
 

No 

River Lamprey 
 

Lower River Suir 
River Blackwater 
Waterford Estuary 

Activities that interfere with water 
quality, levels or the river bed; 
 

No 

Brook 
Lamprey 
 

Lower River Suir 
River Blackwater 
Waterford Estuary 

Activities that interfere with water 
quality, levels or the river bed; 
 

No 

Sea Lamprey 
 

Lower River Suir 
River Blackwater 
Waterford Estuary 

Activities that interfere with water 
quality or the river bed – 
estuarine areas; 
 

No 

Twaite Shad 
Allis Shad 
 

Lower River Suir  
River Blackwater 
Waterford Estuary 

Activities that interfere with water 
quality or the river bed – 
estuarine areas; 
 

No 

White-clawed 
Crayfish 
 

Lower River Suir 
River Blackwater 
Waterford Estuary 

Activities that interfere with water 
quality or the river bed; 
 

No 

Freshwater 
Pearl Mussel 
 

Lower River Suir  
River Clodiagh 
River Lickey 
River Blackwater 

Activities that interfere with water 
quality, levels or the river bed ; 

No    

Whorled Snail 
Vertigo 
moulinsiana 

River Blackwater Activities that result in loss of fen, 
marsh or wet grassland habitat 
within or close to the SAC. 

No 

Killarney Fern Glendine Wood 
Lismore Woods (River 
Blackwater) 

Woodland clearance or other 
activities resulting in loss or 
disturbance to woodland habitat 
within the relevant SACs. 

No 

 

Conclusion Table 4:   If the answer to all of the above is no, significant impacts on species 
can be ruled out.  If the answer to any of the above is yes, then further information is likely to 
be required in relation to potential for impact on that particular species.  Where potential 
impacts on the above listed species are within designated sites, then further information 
should be sought in the form of a Natura Impact Statement.  Where impacts are outside 
designated sites, then a species specific survey should be requested. 
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Habitats Directive Screening Conclusion Statement  
 

Development Type 
 

Part 8 –  Local Authority Development. 

Development Location 
 

Portally-Ballymacaw 

Natura 2000 sites within impact zone 
 

Within  15km of Waterford Estuary , 
Tramore Dunes and Backstrand SAC and 
SPA and Hook Head SAC 

Planning File Ref 
 

 

Description of the project  
 

Trail development from Portally Cove to Ballymacaw Cove – existing surfaces will be retained – 
project primarily involves fencing/stiles and trail access works at cove points e.g 
Ballymacaw/Rathmoylan 
Describe how the project or plan (alone or in combination) could affect Natura 2000 site(s). 
 

 No physical or hydrological connectivity between proposed trail and the Natura 2000 Network. No 
potential for significant effects.  
If there are potential negative impacts, explain whether you consider if these are likely to be significant, and if not, why not.  

No physical or hydrological connectivity between proposed trail and the Natura 2000 Network. No 

potential for significant effects. Otter may traverse the route of proposed trail  but impacts  are not 

considered significant for attainment of conservation objectives for this species. 
 

Conclusion of assessment 
No potential for significant effects. The proposed trail does  not have potential for loss, 
fragmentation or disturbance to the   qualifying  habitats and species that would cause significant 
effects  on the conservation objectives for the network of Natura 2000 sites in the catchment of the 
proposed trail.  
Documentation reviewed for making of this statement. 
 

 
WCCC internal GIS 2019 

 

Completed By 
 

 Bernadette Guest 

Date 
 

31st May  2019 
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5.4 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT SCREENING DOCUMENT  

 

Environmental Impact Assessment  Screening Report 
1.Introduction 
The EIA  Directive  85/337/EEC, as amended aims to determine the likely significant effects 
of a project on the environment.  EIA Screening  determines whether an EIA is required for  
a specified project. Projects requiring mandatory EIA  are listed in Schedule 5 of the  
Planning and Development Regulations 2001 , as amended. In the case of development  
which is under these thresholds , planning authorities are required under Article 103 of the 
2001 Regulations, (as amended) to request an EIS where it considers that the proposed 
development is likely to have a significant effect on the environment.  
Screening involves appraisal of impacts  from the proposed development according to   
three main criteria:- 

1. Characteristics of the project 

2. Location of proposed project 

3. Characteristics of potential impacts. 

Schedule 6 of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001 (as amended), outlines the 
aspects of the environment likely to be significantly affected by a proposed development. 
These are: human beings, flora and fauna, soil and geology, water, air& climate, landscape, 
material assets, cultural heritage and the inter-relationships between the range of 
environmental criteria.  
 
The proposed project  comprises trail development from Portally Cove to Ballymacaw. The 
proposed works primarily involve fencing/stiles and trail access works  including bridge 
crossings at cove points such as  Ballymacaw and Rathmoylan. 
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2. Screening Assessment  
 
Table 1. Characteristics of  proposed development  
Is the size  and design of the proposed works 
significant ? 

The trail route is approximately 5km long and 2m 
wide. 

Potential for impacts from project in cumulation 
with other existing and/or approved projects 

The trail is a continuation of an existing trail from 
Dunmore East to Portally Cove. The extended 
trail will involve increased usage  by walkers 
along this section of the  coastline. 

 Use of natural resources in particular land, soil, 
water and biodiversity ? 

Areas of  encroaching gorse will be trimmed 
back,  sections of trail will require removal of  
topsoil and  topping with 200mm of capping 
stone along walkway. 

Will the works produce waste ?   Materials used in the construction of the trail 
such as fencing posts, wire, and building 
materials  may produce  a small amount of waste 
which will be removed from site on completion 
of works. 

Will the works create a significant amount of 
pollution or nuisance ?  

Best construction practice  as guided by an 
Environmental Method Statement  will ensure 
avoidance of any risk of pollution.  The scale of 
the work is  such  that no nuisance  will be 
created. 

Risk of  major accidents and/or disasters relevant 
to the project including those caused by Climate 
Change  in accordance  with scientific 
knowledge? 

The scale of the work is  such  that there is 
negligible  risk of a major accident and /or 
disaster including those  caused by climate 
change.  

Risks to human health (water contamination , air 
pollution) 

Best construction practice  as guided by an 
Environmental Method Statement  will ensure 
avoidance of any risk of pollution or to human 
health. 

Potential for cumulative impacts  with other  
existing and/or approved  projects?  

The extended trail will involve increased usage  
by walkers along this section of the  coastline but 
is considered  numbers using new trail will be 
within sustainable levels. 
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Table 2.  Location of Proposed Development  
Environmental Sensitivity of  project in relation 
to existing and approved land use. 

The trail route runs through an area classed as 
visually vulnerable but not  designated as a site 
for protection of nature conservation. The site 
will not impact  on Archaeological sites or 
monuments. 

Relative abundance, availability, quality and 
regenerative capacity of natural resources 
(including soil, land, water and biodiversity) in 
the area and its underground 

The coastal route will be monitored for  erosion  
and trampling pressure and mitigation measures 
will be applied  to ensure regeneration of path 
surface where subject to  excessive erosion 
pressures. 

Absorption capacity of the natural environment 
including wetlands, riparian areas, river mouths, 
coastal zones and the marine environment, 
mountain and  forest area. 

The route will not affect any  sites  designated 
for nature conservation in the Waterford County 
Development Plan 2011-2017. 

 Potential of works to impact directly or 
indirectly on sites designated for nature 
conservation (NHA/SAC/SPA) 

The route  is located  5km south of Waterford 
Estuary SAC. An AA Screening was carried out 
and concluded no potential for significant effects 
on the conservation objectives of the SAC.  

 Potential for impacts   directly or  indirectly on  
Habitats or Species  listed on Annex I , II and IV 
of the Habitats Directive 

Otter may traverse the route of proposed trail  
but impacts  are not considered significant for 
attainment of conservation objectives for this 
species. 

Potential for impacts    on breeding places  of 
any species protected under the Wildlife Act ?  

No  disturbance anticipated to  breeding places 
of any wildlife species. 
 

Potential to impact directly or indirectly on any 
listed ACA in the  County Development Plan ?  

N/A 

 Potential to impact directly or indirectly on any  
protected structure or recorded monuments and 
places of Archaeological Interest  

The route  has been designed to avoid 
encroachment on any recorded monuments and 
places of Archaeological Interest. No protected 
structures occur along the trail route. 

Potential to impact directly or indirectly on 
 Listed or scenic views or protected landscape in 
the  County Development Plan ? 

This area of the coastal landscape  is designated 
visually vulnerable in the Waterford Scenic 
Landscape Evaluation  but the proposed walking 
trail is deemed compatible  and will not 
adversely affect the landscape character of the 
area. 

Potential to impact  on areas in which there has 
already been a failure to meet the 
environmental quality standards  and relevant to 
the project, or in which it is considered that 
there is such a failure. 

None arising 

Potential to impact on densely populated areas. The trail will provide a  new amenity resource to 
residents of Tramore (>10,000), Waterford City 
(50,000) and Dunmore East  (2,000) with  
benefits for public health and well being.  
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Table  3.  Characteristics of Potential Impacts  
Human Beings The proposed trail will confer positive benefits 

on human beings extending the existing very  
popular   Dunmore East-Portally Cove  trail 
providing  benefits for recreation  and quality of 
life  for residents and visitors. 

Flora and Fauna Some disturbance will be carried out to 
vegetation  along the   route   involving cutting 
back of  gorse vegetation and and  culverting.  
These are localised impacts. 

Soils and Geology   No sites of geological heritage will be impacted. 

Water The proposed trail route will cross over    
floodrisk  areas at Rathmoylan and Ballymcaw.  

 Air & Climate This is a recreational  development in a rural 
area. No anticipated impacts   on air and climate.  
The proposed trail will cross flood risk areas. The 
trail surface will be monitored for  erosion  and 
remediation measures applied  where required. 

Noise & Vibration Temporary minor disturbance during   trail 
construction works. 

Landscape This area of the coastal landscape  is designated 
visually vulnerable in the Waterford Scenic 
Landscape Evaluation  but the proposed walking 
trail is deemed compatible  and will not 
adversely affect the landscape character of the 
area. 

Material Assets The proposed trail extension will confer positive 
benefits to the county’s trail infrastructure  
providing an accessible route for all ages and 
abilities complementing existing recreational 
assets such as the  Dunmore-Portally Walk, 
Tramore Dunes  walk and Waterford Greenway.  

Cultural Heritage  No impacts on Archaeological or Architectural 
Heritage. 

Interaction of Foregoing The proposed trail will confer positive benefits 
on human beings and benign effects on flora and 
fauna soils, geology and water.  
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Table 4. Discussion of Potential Impacts 
Will  a large geographical area be impacted as a 
result of the proposed works ? 

The proposed route link  is approximately 5km 
long and 2m wide. 

Will  a large population  be impacted as a result 
of the proposed works ? 

The trail will provide a  new amenity resource to 
residents of Tramore (>10,000), Waterford City 
(50,000) and Dunmore East  (2,000) with  
benefits for public health and well being. 

Are any trans-frontier impacts likely to arise 
from proposed works? 

No 

 Is the intensity and complexity of impacts 
associated with the proposed works considered 
significant ? 

No 

 Is there a high probability that the impacts will 
occur ?  

No significant impacts anticipated. 

What is the expected onset, duration, frequency 
and reversibility of the impact ? 

Construction of  trail will be completed in 2-3 
months. 

Cumulation of the impact with the impact of 
other existing and/or approved  projects ? 

The extended trail will involve increased usage  
by walkers along this section of the  coastline but 
is considered  numbers using new trail will be 
within sustainable levels. 

Will it be difficult to avoid,  or reduce or repair or 
compensate for the effects ? 

No significant impacts anticipated.  

 

3..Conclusion  
The  DoEHLG Guidance Document “Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Guidance for 

Consent Authorities regarding Sub-Threshold Development” notes that “The greater the 

number of different aspects of the environment which are likely to be affected and the greater 

the links  between the effects, the more likely it is that an EIS should be carried out. Where 

complexity of impacts is deemed to apply in the case of a specific sub-threshold development 

proposal, there should be  a predisposition towards the  preparation of an EIS”.  

In consideration of the above involving appraisal of characteristics and location of proposed 
development  and characteristics of potential impacts it is concluded that  an EIAR is not 
required  for the proposed  development.  
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5.5 DRAWINGS 
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5.6 PART VIII NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENT 
 

       

  


